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Step-by-Step Guide to Applying for Probate in the UK

CHECK IF PROBATE IS NEEDED

o Not all estates require probate. If assets were jointly owned, they may pass
directly to the surviving owner.

o If the deceased had significant assets in their sole name, probate is usually
required.

VALUE THE ESTATE

o Calculate the total value of the deceased’s assets, including property,
savings, investments, and debts.

o This helps determine if Inheritance Tax needs to be paid.

REPORT THE ESTATE TO HMRC

o If the estate is above the Inheritance Tax threshold (£325,000), you must
report it to HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC).

o Pay any Inheritance Tax due before applying for probate.

COMPLETE THE PROBATE APPLICATION

o Ifthereis a will, apply using form PAIP.
o If there is no will, apply using form PAIA.

o Applications can be submitted online or by post.

PAY THE PROBATE FEE

o If the estate is worth more than £5,000, there is a £300 fee.

o Estates below £5,000 do not require a fee.
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SUBMIT THE APPLICATION

o Send the completed forms along with the original will (if applicable) and
death certificate.

o You can apply online or by post.

RECEIVE THE GRANT OF PROBATE

e Processing usually takes 12 weeks, but delays can occur if additional information is
required.

e Once granted, you can legally manage the estate, including selling property and
distributing assets.

Would you like help with specific forms or requirements? You can find more details on the
official

It is always recommended to contact a legal professional for advice before undertaking
any works yourself.
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